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SUB J : PATRIARCHATE RESPONDS TO TIME ARTICLE 
REF: A) ISTANBUL 0706; B) ISTANBUL 0745 

1 . GREEK ORTHODOX ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE SPOKESMAN, METROPOLITAN 
MELITON, HELD PRESS CONFERENCE APRIL 1 TO RESPOND TO ' REPORTS IN 
FOREIGN PRESS," CONCERNING STATUS OF ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE. 

BRIEF INSIDE-PAGE ARTICLES IN THREE MAJOR PAPERS REPORT MELITON'S 
STATEMENTS IN SOMEWHAT VARIED FORM, BUT IN ALL THREE 

HE IS QUOTED MAKING POINT THAT 

ANY SPECULATION PATRIARCHATE COMTEMPLATES MOVING FROM ISTANBUL IS 
"UNFOUNDED". ONE NEWSPAPER STATES MELITON SPECIFICALLY REFUTED 
TIME MAGAZINE STORY TO THIS EFFECT. 

2. NEWS REPORTS ALSO NOTE MELITON STATEMENT THAT ALTHOUGH THERE 
ARE CERTAINLY PROBLEMS INVOLVING THE PATRIARCHATE, "A SHORT 
TIME AGO WE PRESENTED THESE PROBLEMS FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
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THEIR SOLUTION TO THE PRIME MINISTER WHO RECEIVED US WITH 
UNDERSTANDING AND WARMTH" (REFTELS). ONE PROBLEM 
REPORTEDLY MENTIONED BY MELITON TO PRESS AND WHICH WAS 
ALSO REFERRED TO IN TIME STORY WAS HEAVY BURDEN OF 
"UNDEMOCRATIC AND UNJUST" TAXATION OF GREEK COMMUNITY 
INSTITUTIONS IMPOSED BY DEPARTMENT OF ASSOCIATIONS. 

CONGEN HAS DISCUSSED THIS ISSUE IN PREVIOUS REPORTING. 
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3. WE HAVE SEEN ONLY ONE REPORT IN TURKISH PRESS DIRECTLY 
CONCERNED WITH ARTICLE IN APRIL 3 EDITION OF TIME ENTITLED, 

"A DYING SEE: PATRIARCHATE FADES IN TURKEY." THIS WAS 
CARRIED IN JUSTICE PARTY UNOFFICIAL ORGAN SON HA V ADIS WHICH GAVE 
COVERAGE POINTEDLY POLITICAL OVERTONES UNDER FRONT PAGE 
HEADLINE, "ECEVIT REPORTEDLY PROMISES CONCESSIONS TO 
PATRIARCHATE." AMONG ITEMS SON HAVADIS EXTRACTS FROM TIME 
STORY IS POINT THAT U.S. GOVT. ALLEGEDLY BROUGHT PROBLEMS OF 
PATRIARCHATE TO GOT'S ATTENTION. 

HOUGHTON 
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